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Tropical Accelerator Seed Grants
2026 SCHEME V2

GUIDELINES

[bookmark: _Toc98727786]PURPOSE AND Aims of the scheme

[bookmark: _Hlk212117534]The Centre for Tropical Health and Emerging Diseases (hereafter referred to as the “Centre”) is providing seed funding to support high potential research projects that align with the Centre’s strategic objectives. 

The funding aims to enable preliminary data collection, pilot studies, feasibility assessments, or collaborative initiatives that will strengthen future grant applications. 

The general aims of the scheme are:
· To support, on a competitive basis, high-quality research projects on tropical health and emerging diseases of moderate financial cost.
· To provide seed funding as a means of generating external research support.

Centre Strategic Objectives

The Centre spans the full spectrum of research on tropical health, from fundamental science through to translation and implementation (bench to community), with the goal of supporting the development of solutions for the control and elimination of tropical diseases against a background of poverty and a changing climate. The Centre aims to support multi-sectorial partnerships and collaborations across all research themes in tropical health. More information about the Centre can be found on the attached document titled “CTHED Tropical Accelerator Seed Grant Strategic Objectives 2026” and on our website.

Broad Funding Areas

The following Broad Funding topics associated with tropical health and emerging diseases are possible:

· Diagnostic development
· Diseases surveillance and mapping
· Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) studies
· Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health
· Community field studies and trials
· Identifying and characterising new targets for interventions
· Development and evaluation of vaccines and therapeutics
· Vector and arbovirus control
· Childhood nutrition
· Infectious diseases




FUNDING

[bookmark: _Toc98727788]A maximum of 3 projects with a budget of up to AUD$50,000 each will be funded in each round. The funding period is for a maximum of 12 months (see Terms and Conditions, section 8).

FUNDING Timeline

	Year 2026-2027

	20th August 2026
	Opportunity opens. 
Application form and guidelines are circulated to potential applicants and uploaded into the Centre website.

	2nd September 2026 (17:00 hours, EAST)
	Opportunity closes.

	3rd September 2026
	Expert reviewers are identified.
Applications are verified and assessed against eligibility. 
Applicants are notified if not eligible.

	17th September 2026
	Assessment panel reviews applications and provides recommendations.

	24th September 2026
	Operational Advisory Committee (OAC) reviews the ranking and presents recommendations to the Centre Director for approval.

	30th September 2026
	Applicants are notified of outcome. Applicants must accept within 2-weeks of notification.

	1st November 2026
	Project commencement. 

	31st October 2027
	Project finalises. Performance report submission.

	September 2027
	Present results at SCTM Conference.

	January 2028
	Final report submitted to the Centre.



EXPENSES
[bookmark: _Toc98727787]
Eligible expenses:
· Personnel costs (e.g., research assistants, research officers).
· Research expenses specific to the project (consumables, tools, laboratory-related costs, field-work costs, etc.).
· Research-related travel for field trips.
· Minor equipment and facilities that cannot be provided by the Centre partners.

Ineligible expenses:
· Projects already receiving funding from another source.
· Equipment and facilities that can reasonably be provided by the Centre partners.
· Conference/workshop/seminar support of any kind – including registration, meals, and travel expenses.
· Indirect costs, permanent staff salaries, major infrastructure purchases, or travel (unless a research-related field trip).

ELIGIBILITY

Chief Investigators
· All Investigators must be listed as Chief Investigators (CIA-CIZ) in the application.
· Chief investigators (CI) must hold a PhD (or equivalent qualification).
Chief Investigator A
· At the time of acceptance and for the duration of the grant, the Chief Investigator A (CIA) must hold a QIMR Berghofer staff appointment (with majority FTE)[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Currently, only staff from QIMR Berghofer that are CTHED members are eligible to be Chief Investigator A, reflecting QIMRB’s role as the sole funder of the Centre and the Seed Funding Program. This eligibility may be expanded to include staff from other partner institutions as they contribute funding to the program, ensuring fair representation and collaboration across partners.
] 

· If the CIA holds a fixed-term appointment, the CIA's supervisor (Team Head) must endorse the application and confirm that the CIA will remain employed by QIMRB (with majority FTE) and have salary support for the full duration of the grant, including any delay to grant commencement arising from, e.g., required ethics and biosafety approvals. 
· An applicant may only be CIA on one application per funding round but may be named as an investigator on multiple applications. 
· Successful CIAs cannot apply again as CIA on the following year (i.e., there must be a 1-year gap between applications as CIA). 
Project
· Projects must be a genuine collaboration between QIMR Berghofer and at least one other CTHED Partner institution (see website).
· Investigators with multiple institutional appointments may only be counted through their primary appointment for the purpose of meeting this requirement.
· Projects must align with the Strategic Objectives of the Centre (item 1.1) and at least one Broad Funding Area (item 1.2).
· Activities already funded/scheduled to be funded from another source are ineligible.
Formatting and budget
· Applications must comply with length and formatting requirements and budget limits.

Investigators are encouraged to reach out to the Centre at cthed@qimrb.edu.au to discuss any queries before submission deadline. Grants cannot be modified to address eligibility requirements once submission deadline has passed.

[bookmark: _Toc98727789]APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

Your application package should contain:
1) Application form with all required signatures.
2) A 1-page CV for each CI.
3) Completed CIA checklist (item H in the application form).

1) Application form: maximum of 5 pages (not counting the Investigator details page) as follows: 
· Investigator details (no page limit).
· Must include all relevant signatures from the CIA and their supervisor, as applicable.
· Application title = maximum 40 words, do not use acronyms
· Research proposal = maximum of 2 pages. 
· Sections: Background, Preliminary Data or Rationale, Aim(s), Methods and Statistics, Timeline and Risk Mitigation.
· Significance, impact, innovation, and/or creativity = maximum of 1/4 page. 
· Describe the importance of the problem to be researched, the planned outcome of the research plan, and the potential significance, impact, innovation, and/or creativity of the research. 
· Team collaboration and capability = maximum of 1/4 page. 
· Must be a genuine collaboration between QIMRB and at least one other CTHED Partner institute. Additional non-partner organisations may also be included.
· Include track record and capacity of the research team, describing the team’s prior collaboration history, if any, and rationale that supports the current collaboration.
· Alignment with the Centre and the potential for future funding success = maximum of 1/2 page.
· Describe how the research will lead to new or enhanced research applications, what are the plans to attract new funding, and who will be leading these follow-up applications and when.
· References = maximum of 1 page. 
· Use the Harvard author-date referencing style.
· Budget = maximum of 1 page.
· Budget should not exceed AUD$50,000.
· See section 4 of guidelines for eligible and ineligible expenses.
· CIA Checklist completed.

2) One-page CV summary for each CI 
Sections may include top 5 publications, research achievements, conference presentations, evidence of impact, awards and honours, etc. Do not include journal impact factors or Quartiles as a measure of impact. 

Other formatting requirements for all documents:
· A4 page size. All text is to be in 11-point font, Arial.
· Single line spacing must be used throughout the application.
· All margins must be 1.27 cm between text and edge of paper (Narrow Margin Layout in Word). 

Submission:
Applications must be submitted via email, as a single pdf file titled “SURNAME_year_CTHED_seed.pdf” to cthed@qimrb.edu.au by 17:00 hours (EAST) on the day the application call closes. 
All investigators must be CC’d in the email submission. 

Funding process:
Once the application deadline has closed, the Centre Manager will assess all applications for eligibility. Eligible applications will be independently reviewed by at least three (3) independent reviewers with relevant expertise and without conflicts of interest in relation to the applications being assessed. Assessed applications will be ranked and funding recommendations will be prepared for OAC endorsement. Funding decisions will depend on available resources, with the highest-ranked applications receiving priority. Funding allocations will be approved by the Centre Director, subject to any required QIMR Berghofer approvals. Applicants will be notified of outcomes and may request anonymised feedback. Funding outcomes will be published on the Centre website.

Exclusion of applications:
Applications that are late, incomplete, and/or do not meet eligibility criteria will be ineligible.

SELECTION CRITERIA

Grants will be evaluated using the following scoring matrix:
· [bookmark: _Hlk211859927][bookmark: _Hlk211863681][bookmark: _Hlk211859351]Research quality (Sections A, E, and F) = 30% (scientific merit and appropriateness of budget).
· Significance, impact, innovation and/or creativity (Section B) = 20%.
· Team, capability, and feasibility (Sections C and G) = 20% (track record and capability of the research team, feasibility).
· Strategic alignment and return on investment (Section D) = 30% (i.e., potential for future funding). 

FUNDING TERMS AND CONDITIONS

All Centre-funded research must be conducted in accordance with the Australian Code for the Responsible Conduct of Research and all applicable laws, regulations, institutional policies, and ethical requirements of all involved institutions.
 
All CIs of the successful applications are responsible for maintaining the highest standards of research integrity and conduct. CIs must take intellectual, administrative, and ethical responsibility for the project throughout its lifecycle, including project design, conduct, management, reporting, publication, and dissemination of outcomes.

All funds must be expended by the end of the 12-month period. On application to the Centre, and nearing completion of the 12-month period, an extension for a maximum of 6 additional months can be granted if there are circumstances beyond the team's control, and all funds must be committed by 18 months post-award. 

The CIA is responsible for administering the funds and reporting on the outcomes of the funds in accordance with these Guidelines and any applicable institutional requirements. The CIA must provide any reports requested by the Centre, including reports on project progress, expenditure of funds, outcomes, and impact arising from the funded research.

Successful CIs agree that their names, project titles, and a brief project summary may be published by the Centre for promotional, reporting, and stakeholder engagement purposes, including on the Centre website, newsletters, annual reports, social media channels, and other communications.

All CIs acknowledge that the Centre records and manages personal information for the purposes of administering research funding and related activities. The Centre will handle personal information in accordance with applicable privacy legislation and QIMR Berghofer policies.

Successful applicants must acknowledge the Centre as a funding source in all publications, presentations, conference abstracts, media releases, and other research outputs arising from the funded project.

Where appropriate, successful applicants should also list the Centre as an affiliation. The specific wording of the acknowledgement may be prescribed by the Centre and must be used in all relevant outputs.

The Centre must be notified of all publications, presentations, and other research outputs arising from Centre-
funded research. Copies of publications or citations must be provided to the Centre upon request.

Reporting

A final report (using a template that will be provided) must be submitted to the Centre within three (3) months of the end of the funding period detailing progress, outcomes, and projected/active subsequent funding applications that spun out of the funded project. 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST

The Centre is committed to transparency and fairness in the decision-making process. All assessors will be required to declare any actual, potential, or perceived conflicts of interest (COI) relating to applications under review. Any assessor who stands to receive a direct financial, professional, or personal benefit from the outcome of the funding allocation is considered to have an actual COI. Examples include, but are not limited to, being a Chief Investigator or named investigator on a submitted application, receiving salary or research support from a successful application, or holding a personal financial or governance interest in an organisation that would directly benefit from the funding. Routine employment by, or academic affiliation with, an organisation does not in itself constitute an actual COI.

Declared COIs will be assessed and managed in accordance with QIMRB’s COI Policy and procedures. Assessors with an actual COI must not participate in the assessment process.

CONTACT

For enquiries and submission, please contact the Centre on:
cthed@qimrb.edu.au

Page 1 | 3
image1.png
" QIMR «#& Centre for Tropical Health
@’ Berghofer and Emerging Diseases




